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Prologue
June 26, 2015

Eleven years have passed since I submitted this thesis in completion of my Masters in
Humanities degree. During that time little appears to have changed—at least as reported in the
news—in the tenuous and fraught relations between “Palestinians” and “Israelis.” (I put these
monikers in quotes because, as the following work seeks to disclose, these identities are hardly
fixed or monolithic.) In the intervening years, however, what have changed are my academic
training, life experience, and self-understanding. With this maturity has come an even greater
desire to eschew judgment in favor of compassionate understanding.
When I received the request to make this work available to the public as a sample of my
creative scholarship, I read it again with fresh, more academically mature eyes. I see now that in
subtle ways I was not as impartial as I had hoped. Instead, the work reflects a slight bias in
sympathy with the Palestinians, in the narrative I tell and the examples I use. Much as I tried to
avoid any bias, I see now an assumption framing the work of an oppressed, colonized people
striving to preserve their history, heritage and land against an oppressive, colonizing State. While
we cannot deny that this narrative has significant validity and veracity, we must also
acknowledge that it is only a partial truth. The citizens of the nation of Israel are tremendously
varied ideologically, ethnically and temperamentally, as are the people who lived on the land
before Israel formed—Jews, Muslims, Christians, and Bedouins alike. There are many
personalities and political forces at play. This is not a simple story. I strove to make its
complexity evident and to be respectful to all, but I was not quite as successful as I had hoped.
I therefore beg patience and understanding from you, dear reader, and ask you to accept
this as a well-intended effort. If I have achieved nothing else, I hope I have at least achieved my
sincere wish of honoring the Middle Eastern women I met those many years ago in the Noble
Peace Institute, the brave women who came together to find new methods for building peaceful
relations and to reinforce those that already existed, each of whom, in the process, shared her
unique identity while solidifying our shared humanity. This is the real story, a beautifully
complex story, and one I wish to preserve.

